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A Publication of the
California Division of Oil & Gas

i} 1978, a federal interagency pamel on

' from California to numerous requests and
| initiatives from the. federal D@partment of

The TAC holds quarterly meetings with federal
T agencies such as the Department -of Energy,

Geological Survey, United States,Navy, Bureau

.4 recommendations Tor improvivg the federal

o geothermal lea51ng program. TAC
:_representatlves from state agencies have
A cooperated in creating nonduplicative

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE AT WORK

On February 8, 1978, the Geothermal Resources
Board expanded the membership of the Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) to include three publlc,
members ‘and representatives of all state : o

agencies concerned with:geothermal energy.
Since then, the TAC has met monthly: to rev1ew
geothermal activity; to coordinate infor=
mation among elements of state government,
including information on contracts with the
federal system and local governments; to.
prov1de a forum for resolution of interagency
conflicts; and to. provide a united response

Energy.

Bureau of Lend Management, United States
of Reclamsation and the Forest Service. In

geothermal streamlining received TAC

funding proposals submitted to the Depart-
ment of Energy and assisted in structuring
federal=-state support for programs and
legislations







o S

discussed.

Send questions or comments regarding
the workshops to Suzanbe Butterfleld

Geothermal Workshops: Goordlnator,
 Department of Conservation, 1416

Ninth Street, Sacramento, California
95814, -Phone (916) 3%22-5873.

The Geysers Electrlcal Output
Increased

In February, Pacific Gas and Electric
Company started the turbine in power
plant Unit 12 -at The Geysers.for the
first time. A 2 to B-week test will
follow.

Once on line, Unit 12 will add 110 MWe
_to the output from The Geysers, raige

1ng the field output to 612 Mie.

Plpellnes to the new plant can be inter=-
connected with: lines to power -plant

Units 7 and 8 and Units 9 and 10 so

‘stean may be diverted among the units
in the event of a turbine shutdown.

Union 0il Company of California will

supply steam to the plant from about

fifteen geothermal wells.

Geothermal Brine Used 1n Hydroponlcs

. Research

At the University of California's
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, bio-
logists are grdwing:sugar'beets in
geothermal brine. The researchers
want to learn which brine chemicals
are taken up by the plants and how the
brine affects plant growth. :

Nevcda

"No Tax" Recommended on Nonproductlve
Geothernal Leases

According to the Nevada Mining
Asscciation Bulletin, the Nevada
Legislative Commission - recommended

" that nonproductive leases for geo-

thermal exploration be exempt from
property taxes. The recommendation
w111 be considered by this session of-
'the Nevada State Legislature.

The commission also recommended a net
proceeds tax similar to that levied
on mines be levied when production
begins on a lease. However, to allow
such a tax policy, the Nevada State
Constitution might have to be amended;

Western Utilities Study Nevada

Geothermal Potential

Sacramento Municipal Utility District
(SMUD) ; Bugene Water and Electric
Board, and Sierra Pacific Power have
begun the first stage of a three=
phase study to build a geothermal
power plant in Nevada.

The three utility-companies signed a
letter of intent in which each agreed
to pay $100, OOO into the progect.
Pacific Gas and Blectric Company may
join the venture as well, bringing

the total 1nvestment to $400,000.

Phase A of the.project, & one.year -

.effort, includes reservoir assessment

te reduce potential sites to one

“location of which Desert Peak is.a ¢
-good possibility.

This phase also
includes designing a 20 MWe flash-

steam plant that conforms to Nevada's = -~

legal ahd environmental requlrements,
and hiring archltectural and reservoir
engineers for the project.

When phase A is completed; each
utility may withdraw from the project.

The last two phases consist of con~

structing the 20 MWe plant and a
decision. by SMUD on its rights to the
remaining resource.

DOE Gecthermal Loan .Guaranty. Program

Puts Dehydratinn,Plant'on;Line

Geothermal Food .Processors, near .
Reno, 'has becoms the first commercial

user of geothermal energy under the

geothermal loan guaranty. program.
The vegetable dohydration plant, using
geothermal hot water for heat. and for

 process water in the dehydration plant,

wi.ll ‘save an estlmated_l A million
cubic feet of natural gas a year. The
DOE guaranteed a loan of ‘over §2.8
million to help finsarce the $3.8
million project.
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' Island Park .
(Idaho and Montaua)
Alvord Desert, OR
iLaSSen,,CA

' Gerlach Northeast, Double Hot
Springs, and Fly Ranch, NE, NV

Newberry Caldera, OR
The Geysers (MRL), CA
‘McCredie, CR
Beckworth Peék, CA
Coso, CA '

Corwin Springs, MI
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Phlhppmes

: Géﬁfhérmal FPower in Philippines

Philippine Geothermal Inc. (PGI), -
" ‘a subsidiary of Union 0il:Company . of
"‘California, is producing geothermal
hot water for electrical generation
on Luzon Island, Phlllpplnes. PGI
_supplmes energy for a 55 MvWe power

plant.operated by the National Power
Corporation.

PGI has discovered.two hot water fields
on Lugon. Over 60 wells have been
drilled.  Electricity production is
expected to exceed 440 MWe by 1980.

. The power will be used in Manila and

other cities on Luzon.

Publlccﬂons

-Geothermal Energy in. New England, by

James. Centorino. Fleld_measurements
- "of geothermal-gradients in selected

‘New England locations as well as

“general information. . 150 pp.- Avallable :

from J. R Centorzno, 7L Columbus
. Avenue, Salem, Mass. 01970. $20.00.

Map Showing Thermal Springs, Wells
and Heat-Flow Contours in Colorado,
Je K. Barrett, R. H. Pearl,'and Ao Je
"Pennlngton, 1976 Scale 1 = 1,000,000 .
_Known geothermal resource areas,
springs and wells, water characters
istics (temperature, discharge, total
dissolved ‘solids), 015 HFU contour.
interval. Available from’ Colorado

_-Gﬁgloglcal Survey, Department of =~

s “Natural Resourcés, 1313 ‘Shernman’ Street,

' Room 715; Denver, Colcrado 80203. :
31 50. : _

‘Hydrogeological Data of Thermal

i Bprings and Wells in Colorade, J. K.
‘Barrett and R. H. Pearl, 1976, 124 Pe
'Locatlons, phy51ca1 measurements,

.

chemlcal analyses, spectrographlc
. analyses, radicactivity. Map of
sprlngs and wells (scale approx.
= 2,600,000). Available from
Colorado-GteCgical Survey, Depart-
ment &f Naturdal Resources, 1313
“Sherman Street, Room 715, Denver,
Colorado 80203. $1.50. '

Balancing Energy and the Environment:
The Case df'Gédthermal'Development

by Phyllis Ellickson, 1978 152 p..

The federal role in resolving state
‘and local ‘environmerntal disputes over
the development of geothermal energy is
examired. The publication discusses
when and how the federal government
should become invelved in decision
maklng, and to what extent it should .
exercise legal and administrative
options open to it to resolve environ-
mental issues (with geothermal |
development in'California used as a-
case study). - Available from the Ranmd
Corporation, 1700 Main Street, Santa.
Monica, California 90LD6, $7. 00.
'Publﬂcatlon R~22?4—DOE= co
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