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“HE THAT WAITS UPON FORTUNE, IS NEVER SURE
: OF A DINNER.”

--BEN FRANKLIN :

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

The final Leasmg, Operatmg and Umt Regulatmns
should be published by September 15, 1972. The four
Environmental Impact Statements, which include a

general statement, and three separate.statements on the -

Imperial Valley, ‘Mono-Long Valley, and The chsers,.
should be published by the end of September. The law
requires a° 30 day waiting perlod after the final
publication so.the regulations, etc., will not become ef-
fective until the end of October or the first part of

November. It is€éxpécted thata iease sale on the “Gran-
daddy Tand" in the three areas mentioned above can be
Keld before the end of the year. Leasing in other areas

can take place only after impact statements have been

prepared by the Department.’ All new statemeénts will

require a- hearmg and-a call for comments which could
mean a six month ‘delay ‘for each.: However several

statements could concmvably be process‘d con- .

curren tiy

BUREAU OF RECLAMA’HON szs

The Bureau has cnm 'leted thelr geothermal dcep tcst.

well in the Mesa heat anomaly of the East Mesa area,
,,;mperla.l Valley. The total depth was-8,030° feet. A
string ‘of 95/8iinch casing was cemented at 7 262 feet

-~ and- a- 7<nch slofted liner-was hung from 7 262 to - "

"""'8,016 feet. The well is now under extensive test. Tem-

" habitat™. :
,prepdred by the Comm:ssnon s staff declared, “Prospec-
Ciing in the Impeérial Wildlife Management Area for
rgeothermal sourCes of power. szl not have a sngmhcant

September- 1972

peratures exceedmg 400° ARE EXPECTED The well
will flow naturally and.is presently being produced into
a_large plastic-lined holding pond.

Plans are being made to drill an injection well in the

“near future, and a pilot desalination unlt should be in-

stallcd late thlS fall

IMPERIAL WILDLIFE AREA
~ IMPERIAL VALLEY

On. 'August 31, the State Lands Comnission granted
Atlantic Oil Company and Southern Pacific Laid Com-
pany. a: three-year permit to explore for geotherma[

resources under the Wister Unit of the wildlife area.
. =The: land is ‘owned’ by the state of Californi
. operators-plan-to drill -exploratary wells:

om- sites-at
Wwister

least:400 feet.from the eastern. boundary o

'Umt No date has bccn sct for thc start of. dhllmg _

. .Thc Conscrvatmn Commnttee ot the Slcrra Club sent a

telegram: to the State Lands Commission statmg that the
drilling could “Jeopard ze wildlife. and “wildlife
ronniental” impact statement

;GEYSERS GEGTH‘ERMAL me

) :'ln 1973 wnh the compietlon of Power Plant No 5,

The Geysers Geothermal field will be the- world’s






"ARIZONA

The Qil and Gas Conscrvation Commission of Arizena
_adopted on July 1, 1972 a comprehcnswe set of rules
and regulanons govermng the conservation of geother-

mal rcsources A: copy can’ be obtained by. writing:

O;i and Gas Conservatlon Comm1ssnon
State of Arizona
'4515 No. 7th Avenuc
Phoenix, ‘Arizona 85013

CRlTlCALLY NEEDEB :
TOOLS AND MATERIALS

As the geothermai industry grows, so will-its demand

for special tools and materials needed ‘to- drill and

produce high temperature geothermal wells In: an “éf-
fort ‘to- hasten research ‘in- several areas the  State
Division of Oil and Gas held a meeting in Los Angeles

on September 7, 1972 to discuss the major probtem o

areas. Approxrmately fifteen service companies. and
operators were represented-at the meeting and all left
with a. keener insight into the future of geothermal
development and  a - better -'picture of the future
econorrnc base that Jusuﬁes the hlgh cost of research.

A llst of the nceded tools and matcnals follows

I, ".Pressure and: Tempcraturc Bombs (Amcradd

" Type) that can withstand temperatures of 500° -
700° F for perlods of up to 48 hours.

2.. Cement that wrll not retrograde under hlgh tem-
peratures (500° = 700° F)

3. Rubber for rams: and packers to be uséd in blow-

out prevention equipment and down hole tools.

Existing rubber compounds will begin to break
.. down after the first or second usé under tem-
- peratures -higher than 200° - 250°-F

4. A high temperature coating (500" 700° F) to be
used on “clectrical Ioggmg lines, -

LI rad:oacuve tracer that doc.s not. break down at
. l‘ngh temperatures couid be extremely usaful

6. A straight- through drl“mg muffler (f"r air -

‘ drillmg} that will reduce hrgh frcquency nmse

7. ngh tcmpcrature plpe dope (500° - ~100° F) that -
+ will not harden and lock tool Jomts causmg lost”

ume durmg tnps

8. High temperaturc corrosron reslstam cements arcf
needed. A - cement with these properties ‘could

“provide an added safeguard in Highly saline brine

areas, such as the Salton Sea. Gcothcrmal ﬂe]d of

he Imnr:rxal Valley

GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES COUNCIL

San Francisce Conference (.197.3)”

_Prehmmary plans are being finalized for the 1973 con-

ference to be held in-San Francnsco at the Shcraton- '
Palace Hotel on September 25-28, 1973, The con-

ference date: has been delayed -to allow those few who

are doing research in gcothermlcs a -chance to ‘ac-

- cumulate new information. A prehmmary budget has
“'been drawn up; costs are being kept to a mlmmum

however, the conferenée will be first rate.

The :Conféerence Committee, at their-last mecting, plan-
ned the program, set important dates, and appointed
various: ¢hairmen, David- Anderson of the California
Division of Oil and Gas was selected as the General

'Chairman and James Koenig of the Cahforma Division -

of Mines and Geoiogy will servé as Program Chairman.

The section chairmen positions are being tilled at this

time, and their names will be announced. as sO0N As
possible. The field trip to- The Geysers will be jed by

~ John Kilkenny of Union Oil Company of California,
~and_ the. geologlc trip“to Lake County by Carter Hearn -
‘of'the U.'S. Geological. Survey. Final plans for the con-

ference reglstratron applications, and a call for papers
will' be sent to-the G.R. C ‘members in February 1973,

New Office -

" The Council will open an.office.in Davis; California,in" -

mid-September. The staff will consist of a' part-tinic
secretary -and eventuaily a student assistant. All office
work will be carried ‘on under the chrcchon of'.the
G.R.C. Secrctary The staff will handle the mem-
bershlp, publication sales, coordination of G.R.C. ac-

Jrvrtres and prmtmg “of pubhcatxons -

UNION OIL COMPANY DRILLS
. FIRST STEAM WELL
|IN PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

'On June 23, 1972, Umon Oil” Company of Cahfornn'

announced that a subsidiary had successfully completed
the first geothermal steam well in the Philippines. The
well _was drilled on a 35,000-acre tract of the Bicol

»penmsula ‘of Luzon by Ph;lrppme Geothermal Inc. The
- -Uinien- subsndaary comple :
4,984 feet. “Results
.-couraging and mdwate 4 ‘comimercial power source,’
- said Fred L. Hartley, presi
“the remainder-of 1;972 addmonal wells wx}l be duilcd
otel delmeate the size :

he well. at a.depth- of
are.very. en-

snt of Union ‘Ot During

L Mr Hariley al,so stated “The. Natlonal Powea Corp a
":'Phlhppme governnien

t*owned tikity, s conductmg
ity studies designed to initiate

engineering; and- feasibi

'powcr generatron by the end- of 1973, Umon 011 s sub-






' GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES
RESEARCH CONFERENCE

The Nanonal Scncnce Foundatlon i$ spo_nsoring a

Geothermal Research Conference to be held at the Bat-

telle-Résources Research Center, Scattle, Washmgton

September 18-20, 1972. Attendancc wnll be by mQ

vntat:on only

The pr:me: objective of the conference is to find ways in
" which the. geothermal potential of the earth ‘can be
developed into ‘usable energy,” A “state-of:the- art”
report will be prepared by the conference staff which
will .include recommendations for a federal budget

augmentation for gemhcrma! resources expioratmn and

. dcvelopment

Walter J. Hickel of Alaska is the conféreéncé chairman
and Dr. Donald D, Dunlop, former scientific advisor in
“the Department of the Interior, is handling the con-
ference organization. The public is invited to submit

writtén recommendations which will bé: cons1dt:red by

the conference Dr Dunlop can be contacted at;

3508 Prmce W_l,l.h_am Drive’
Fairfax, Virginia 22030
(703) 273-8766

' BEOWAWE, NEVADA

On the 20th of July 1972, three of Magma Power Com-

-pany’s’ wells were dynam:ted by ‘an unknown party.
Evidence indicated that the saboteur used prima-cord

and other explosive charges to blow the well heads off
Just above the pads. At present the wells are out-of con-
trol, blowmg hot water and steam The. wateristunming -
into._an -adjacent pasture but-is pot. expc:ctcd 10 ERUSE -
pollution problem as its salinity is very low, Magma“is
making plans to abandon the wells as soon as possible.

-The incident is under investigation by the local

authorities,
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