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NATIONAL PLANNING ANALYSIS 

x 

Fred Abel 

The 

Department o f  Energy 

headquarters planning and analysis a c t i v i t y  provides in format ion 
needed t o  determine the nature, scope and s ize  o f  the DOE geothermal program, 
t o  develop p o l i c y  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and t o  coordinate interagency and in te rna t i ona l  
geothermal a c t i v i t i e s .  This information i s  a lso used t o  def ine the  program 
during the budget process, inc lud ing  congressional hearings and response t o  
issues from the Administration, Congress o r  the p r i v a t e  sectors. 

i The studies on economic and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  issues can a lso be used t o  
f i e ld .  This help d i r e c t  and support the commercialization program 3n t 

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  o f  the cost, market penetration, decision analysis and 
1 egal studies . 

ur ren t  problems include how t o  convince the Admini s t r a t i o n  and Congress 
t h a t  geothermal energy can and should be a s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r ibu t ion  t o  the  
nat ional  energy program, t h a t  t h i s  cont r ibu t ion  i s  one o f  the lowest cost  
sources o f  domestic energy and t h a t  an expanded federal qeothermal propram 

energy i n  the near term. 

i 
t 
# i s  one of t he  most cost  e f f e c t i v e  means o f  prov id ing s i g n i f i c a n t  domestic 

The r o l e  o f  the f i e l d  organizations (state, reg ional  o f f i ces ,  operations 
o f f i ces ,  nat ional  laborator ies and research i n s t i t u t e s )  i s  essent ia l  i n  
implementing the comnercial izat ion program. 
v id ing  information t o  support the  nat ional  planning e f f o r t .  This can be 
done in fo rmal ly  i n  meetings such as t h i s  and formal ly  through the  geo- 

It i s  a lso important i n  pro- 
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