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THROW EVERY NEGATIVE. THOUGHT
INTO THE CONSUMING FIRES AND
CLOSE STEEL DOORS ON THE
IRRESOLUTE PAST.

Dale Carnegie

WASHINGTON, D. C. NEWS RELEASE

Revised Geothermal Leasing Proposal Announced
Revised regulations to govérn the proposed leasing of
geothermal resources on public lands were -announced by
Secretary of the Interior Rogers C. B. Morton.

The revisions also cover related geothermal operations and
the proposed geothermal unit plan of dévelopment. Changes
made in the regulations by the Department reflect com-
ments received from the public on proposed regulations
published July 23,1971 and May 3, 1972. The changes also
reflect the comments received as a result of the draft en-
vironmental statement prepared on- the proposed action.

The revised proposal” will be published in' the Federal
Register, Wednesday,:November 29, The public is-invited to
comment. on the revised proposal through December 29,
1972, Written comments should be addressed to: Geother-

~'mal Coordinator, Room 7000, U, S. Department of the Tn-

terior, Washington, D, C., 20240.

. All-ecomments received will be given caréful consideration

before promulgating the regulations in final form for the
proposed’ geothermal resources. leasing program,. officials

said-

December 1972

Secretary Morton peinted out that no final decision will be
made on geothermal leasing until the Final Environmental

‘Statement has been prepared and released to the concerned

agencies and the public.

He said, however, that in line with President Nixon’'s Clean
Energy Message to Congress in June 1971, “there is an
urgent need. to develop ngeded new sources of” energy as
rapidly as possible that are in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969.”

Ed. note: This is probably the last time that comments can
be made on the leasing, operating, and unit regulations. It
pays to comment. ‘

SAN FRANCISCO U, 8. DISTRICT COURT-
GEOTHERMAL TEST CASE

On. October 13, 1972 a civil action suit, “The United States
of America versus Union, Magma, Thermal, and others”,
was filed by David Golay, an Assistant .United States At-
torney. The complaint, No. C-72-1866 GBH, states that
some of the leased land in The Geysers Geothermal field
was granted by the Federal Governmiert in 1926 and 1931
under the Stock Raising Homestcad Act, 43 U.S.C. scc.
291-302. Under this act, the government resérves the rights
to all coal and other minerals in the patented lands.

The questions to be decided in court are: 1) whether or not
the ‘geothermal resources fall under the -concept of the
mineral rights retained by the U..S, Government, and 2) if
the government owns the geothermal steam, can it recover
daniages amounting to a reasonable rental value for the
land - and a reasonable royalty value for the -produced
geothermal . resoutces.

If it is decided that the government owns the geothermal
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is primarily by conduction through the rock. Serpentine has
a thermal conductivity of 5.7 to 7.0 x 10 3 cal/ecm sec °C
(Clark, GSA Mem 97, 461, 1966), The bottom-hole tem-
perature and high temperature gradient can be interpreted
to mean that the well was near the base of the 'serpentine
and that a hotter zone lies just below.

Slgnal Oil and Gas Company

Signal Oil and Gas Company’s 8500 foot test well, “Bian-
chi” I, located 400 feet N and 2155 feet W from the ' SE
corner of Sec. 23, T, 11 N., R. 8 W.,, M.D.B.&M_, has been
driiled to 789 feet and was standing cemented, December 6,
1972; with- 13 3/8 inch casing in graywacke at that depth.
After pressure testing the B.O.P.E., the well will be drilled
with air.to approximately 2500 feet where protective casing
will be set before drilling ahead.

IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Chevron Qil Company

In the Heber area of Imperial Valley, Chevron Oil Co. set
casing in their geothermal well, “Nowlin Partnership” 1,
The well was drilled to 5,030 feet, total depth, but the
casing point.is not known at this writing. Since November
12, 1972, when ‘they set casing, Chevron has been making
temperature and pressure surveys and will probably con-
tinue testing for some time. (Also see “HOT LINE” v. 2, n.
6}.

~ Bureau of Reclamation Well

The Bureau of Reclamation plans to add more perforation
zones to its 8,030 foot well in the East Mesa area. The
uphole perforations arc expected to substantially increase
the flow rate. A progress report, containing data obtained
from the well, should be out in the near future. Installation
of the desalination plant has been delayed until after
January 1. The Bureau is planning a dipole-dipole
resistivity survey to more closely ‘delineate the geothermal
area of the East Mesa. (Also’see “Hot Lme” issues v. 2, . 6
and v. 2, n. 5)°

Magma Power: Company ’ .
San Diego. Gas and Electric Co. and Magmd Power Co
have completed drilling operations on: their ‘‘Magmamax’

.4, the fifth and last:in the program in the Bultes area, The

total depth of this well was 2560 feet with the boitom-hole

temperature in excess -of -500°F.

Of the wells drilled ;under this program, “Magmamax’ 1
and “Woolsey” 1 will be producers, “Magmainax” 2 and 3

will be injeéction wells, and the latest well, “Magmamax” 4, -

witl be an obsérvation weéll.

The two compariies are very optimistic about this area of the
Imperial Valley because they feel that “Magmamax’ 4 con-
firms the existence of a major hot water reservoir. there.
Cdnstruction of ‘the” world’s first” bindry ‘power plant is
scheduled to begin next month at this location: (Also see
“HOT LINE” v.2, n.6).

Geothermal Hot Line
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